86             EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
Speaking in our own day of the Russian Revolution,
Nicholas Berdyaev says: " When a revolution has hap-
pened in the destiny of a nation, when it has suffered that
misfortune, there is only one way out of it. One must
accept the event as sent by Providence, accept it as all the
great sufferings and misfortunes of life, all great trials must
be accepted. But one must resist with all one's might the
temptation to revolution, one must remain faithful to what
is sacred, going down with lamps into the catacombs and
bearing misfortune in a spirit of expiation. One must help
the life-giving currents, through which the revolution
evolves, into the opposite, into positive creation. . . .
Both the experiences of history and our own moral experi-
ence teach us that revolutions can only be defeated by post-
revolutionary forces, by elements different from those
which dominated before or during them/5 x
Three main ideas from the above passage may help us to
fathom the significance of those crucial years which could
not but leave an indelible mark upon the tradition of
education. We are told, in the first place, that the spirit
of revolution must be faced by the totally contrary spirit
of voluntary and even vicarious suffering ; for thus only
will healing be brought to a wounded world. Secondly,
it is said that those only can benefit Society who know
how to utilise whatever life-giving currents actually flow
in the stream of thought and energy now sweeping all
before it. Thirdly, we are shown the necessity of some
post-revolutionary force to intervene at a moment when
past and present welter in utter confusion.
Such a confusion existed in the world of French Educa-
tion when Madeleine Sophie Barat, aged twenty-one, went
1 Thoughts on the Russian Involution* two essays of which are translated by D. B.
(Sheed & Ward). Page xx.